MARCH GREETINGS FROM CROSS ISLAND FARMS

Certified Organic

CROSS

The chicks have almost become chickens and it's time to acclimate them to the
great outdoors. Here they have been moved from a trough in the living room to
a tub outdoors to get used to cooler temperatures and air flow. They are placed
on a bed of leaves with a heat lamp to keep them from getting chilled.
Eventually they will be conditioned to remain outdoors day and night and the
living room can return to being populated by people.

WHAT'S NEW WITH THE TV SHOW
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The first episodes of The Home-Scale Forest Garden TV show aired on WPBS,
Watertown on Monday, March 9 and Monday, March16. The other six will air
begining Monday, March 23 at 7:30 p.m. through April . If you missed the
shows or live outside of the area, you can stream them on demand at
https://watch.wpbstv.org/show/the-hnome-scale-forest-garden/

We'd really like to film a Season 2 this year but we need targeted funding to do
so. If you would Ike to support a Season 2 series please contact Deborah
Bleier <dbleier@wpbstv.org>..

HOW DO WE TRAIN GRAPEVINES

Here in the North Country it is best to train two main trunks so in the event that
one is winter-killed or girdled by nibbling rodents (see above photo) the
surviving trunk will produce a crop.



HOW DO WE PROPAGATE GRAPES

To propagate a grape vine take a section of a dormant cane about a pencil's
width in diameter and cut a 6 to 10 inch segment including at least 2 buds (left
photo). Soak in willow water over night (thin willow branches chopped up in
water - a root-stimulating medium) and then plant in potting soil so soil covers
lower bud(s). (right photo) Then water and place outside. By mid -summer
some of the cuttings will have leafed out and established roots. They can then
be transplanted into indiviual pots or planted directly near a strong trellis.

WHO'S VOLUNTEERING

Clayton resident Tami Canell assisted Dani with technology challenges during
a recent talk before the Clayton Rotary. Tami has volunteered to work in the
Edible Forest and hopes to do so regularly once she retires from her teaching
position at Indian River Middle School this coming June.



WHERE IS DANI SCHEDULED TO SPEAK OR TABLE
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In Person: Talk at Colgate University
Thursday, April 16 at noon
What is a Forest Garden and
What Can You Plant in It
13 Oak Drive, Hamilton, NY 13346

In Person: Talk at Palace Theatre, Hamilton
Thursday, Apiril 16, 5:30 p.m.,
Native Perennial Food Plants for Your Edible Landscape
19 Utica Street, Hamiltoon, NY 13346

Zoom Tallk: California Horticultural Society
Monday, May 18 7:00 p.m. Pacific Time
What is a Forest Garden and How Can You Create One
(Tailored to Mediterranean climate)
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BASK IN THE SPRING SUN'S WARMING RAYS

Dani Baker
Owner Cross Island Farms | Creator The Enchanted Edible Forest | Author The Home-Scale Forest
Garden: How to Plan, Plant and Tend a Resilient Edible Landscape

44301 Cross Island Road
Wellesley Island, NY 13640
danibaker@crossislandfarms.com
315-482-3663
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